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sion, technology and govemance innovation, and adaptation to climate 

change. The landscape architect is a mediator in the dialectic between 

built reality and cultivated nature, between economie needs and social 
demands, in a perspective of sustainability and solidarity that considers 

all its holistic components: environment, society and economy. 
A f ew decades ago, the term Anthropocene was coined to describe 

the new geologica! era in which we live, shaped to such an extent 
by human action that nature is controlled and modified by it. At the 

climax of the senseless struggle against nature, we are witnessing !!the rise of a new need for connection with nature. After eradicat­
ing nature from our cities and rural areas, today's society claims 

that urban nature, which can provide benefits from its ecosystem 
services, can provide physical and spiritual well-being, so stiffened
by decades of determinism. In the digita} era, the imagination of 
the deterministic city is overcome by the sharing culture, in which 
there are no longer rigid and defined boundaries; public spaces be­
come multifunctional, informa! and adaptable. They are no longer 
mere geographical places but hyperplanes generated from trade, 
mobility, and connecting virtual ties, where the local becomes glob­
al and the global local. 
In all this turmoil, cities become the main stage for the challenges 

of the current phase of the transformation of society due to their 
predominant role in determining dynamics on a local and territorial
scale. In cities, the desire for nature becomes a fundamental prerog­
ative for improving people's quality oflife. At LAND, we have a mis­
sion: "reconnecting people with nature". As landscape architects, 
our approach to urban landscapes has led us to develop green areas 

as green infrastructures in the form of curative acupuncture. 
Europe is also moving in this direction: the Green Deal launched in 

December 2019 by the European Commission aims to make Europe 

the first continent with zero climate impact in a perspective of new 
development opportunities related to a truly circular economy and 
biodiversity protection. It is in this scenario that the current pan­
demie of COVID-19 has crept in, changing everything, or perhaps 

we should say that it has accelerated changes already on the way by 
pushing them on top of the agenda. The pandemie has placed us in 

front of unexpected challenges. Our daily life and how we manage 

the city and live in open spaces have faced a profound shift towards 

forced domestic involution. Meanwhile, we started tasting a new 
coexistence: how we work, meet, relax and consume must be rad­
ically rethought to guarantee a comparable - and better - quality 
of life for future generations. This situati on reveals a more radical
opportunity to devise a new development model based on social 
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