
 

Press release 

Prof. Andreas Kipar has received the Halstenberg Prize 2024 

Düsseldorf, September 6, 2024 – Prof. Andreas Kipar, founder of the international landscape consultancy firm 
LAND, was awarded the prize at the Baukunstarchiv NRW in Dortmund on August 30. He is the first landscape 
architect to be awarded this recognition by the German Academy for Urban and Regional Planning (DASL) of 
North Rhine-Westphalia for his exceptional and pioneering achievements in urban and regional planning. 

 

The Halstenberg Medal was presented to Andreas Kipar during a ceremony held in the Garden Hall of the 

Baukunstarchiv NRW in Dortmund. The President of the NRW Chamber of Architects, Ing. Ernst Uhing, opened 

the event. The Building Councillor Martin Harter, Councillor for Planning and Construction of the City of Essen 

and President of the DASL NRW regional group, welcomed around 200 guests, including Prof. Christoph Zöpel 

and the artist Thomas Schönauer. 

In the subsequent speech “Projects: Landscape is Life”, Jens Hoffmann, Chief Operation Officer (COO) of LAND, 

presented Andreas Kipar’s career. Jens Hoffmann particularly honored Andreas Kipar’s role as a “thought leader 

and mediator in the field of landscape planning and structural change, which becomes clearer if we consider his 

exceptional role as an IBA correspondent, which allowed him – collaborating with Prof. Karl Ganser from 1989 to 

the late 1990s – to connect his experiences in Italy with those of the IBA Emscher International Building Exhibition.” 

This special vocation was also emphasized in the laudatory speech for the awardee, given by Dipl.-Ing. Hans-

Jürgen Best, retired head of the planning department and director of the city of Essen: “In the awareness of his 

mission to connect people with nature, he is an indispensable and tireless communicator. We sincerely thank him 

for this. At the same time, we also thank him for his lectures at many events, which are always an explosion of ideas, 

leading to reflection and forcing us to new beginnings and changes in many areas of life.” 

In his acceptance speech, Andreas Kipar explained what continues to motivate him: “That curiosity for the 

unexpected, that feeling of what might happen behind the scenes. This passionate search in sharing experiences, 

thinking with people in projects, recognizing problems as opportunities, and pragmatically building bridges. These 

are still important stimuli in my daily thinking and work.” 

Andreas Kipar used a quote from Friedrich Halstenberg himself – “It is the irrational of rationalists to want to be 

rational in an irrational world” – suggested by Christoph Zöpel, who was present, to introduce his hopes for the 

future: “This freedom of thought and action, that non-linear thinking that my friend and artist Thomas Schönauer, 

who is here with me, wrote in his book, is what I wish for all of us, on a large and small scale, here locally in the Ruhr 

region but also wherever we are called to act, in a free democratic exchange against all anti-democratic and populist 

temptations that are particularly visible at this moment.” 

A great challenge for all of us, but “we have the unique opportunity to reorient ourselves in this time of transition, 

to take responsibility, and finally to position ourselves.” A path we can only walk together, as Andreas Kipar 

concluded his speech with Hölderlin’s quote: “going out into the open” and reconnecting with nature. 

The final words were spoken by Dipl. Ing. Martin Bauer, Managing Director of the NRW regional group of DASL 

and shareholder of Planquadrat Dortmund, who invited the guests to an aperitif with musical accompaniment by 

saxophonist Wim Wollner. 

With the annual award of the Halstenberg Prize by DASL NRW, the extensive work of Friedrich 

Halstenberg (1920-2010) in the field of science and politics, spatial planning, and urbanism, especially between 

the 1960s and 1980s, is publicly honored. It is the only prize in Germany in the field of spatial planning. 

Andreas Kipar thus joins a group of illustrious winners such as architect and urban planner Peter Zlonicky (2021), 

the regional director of the Ruhr (Regionalverband Ruhr) Karola Geiß-Netthöfel (2022), and the urban planning 

couple Friedrich Wolters and Leonore Wolters-Krebs (2023). 
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LAND 

LAND – an acronym for Landscape, Architecture, Nature, and Development – is an international landscape 

consultancy with offices in Austria, Canada, Germany, Italy, Saudi Arabia, and Switzerland. Andreas Kipar and a 

Team of 200 landscape architects, architects, urban planners, agronomists, engineers, and researchers are 

dedicated to the regeneration of regions, cities, and places since 1990. 

LAND's consulting, planning, and design activities aim to improve people's well-being and environment through the 

implementation of climate-positive solutions and participatory processes that lead to sustainable development. 

We provide consultancy to public and private clients on how to innovate with nature, applying international policies 

and promoting collaborative planning procedures. Together with our clients and our extensive network of partners, 

we leverage the opportunities of the green transition for our communities. 

Among our main projects: Green Rays strategy, Porta Nuova, Piazzale Loreto, and the re-development of the former 

EXPO site MIND in Milan; Essen’s Urban Open Space Strategy and Krupp Park, comprising ThyssenKrupp HQ, and 

the Freiheit Emscher in Essen; Ruhr Regional Green Infrastructure Strategy; the renaturation of the Airolo valley 

and Cassarate River Park in Switzerland; Saint-Laurent biodiversity Corridor in Montreal; Al Urubah Park in Riyadh 

and EXPO 2020 Dubai in the UAE; strategic consulting in landscaping, infrastructure, and renewable energy 

through, among other things, Landscape Information Modeling LIM©, as well as the research and innovation 

projects UrbAlytics and T-Factor funded by the European Commission. LAND’s work has been recognized through 

numerous prestigious international awards, amongst them Premio Mercurio, MIPIM, Wan Awards, Biennale Pisa, 

Passive and Low Energy Architecture Award (PLEA), European Garden Award 2023. 
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