
 

Press release 

Ascoli Piceno, LAND Italia presents the strategic master plan for the landscape 
enhancement of the area of the former SGL Carbon plant 

Milan, May 31st, 2024 – On Friday, May 31, at 2:30 p.m., architect Shirly Mantin illustrated to the authorities 
and the public the project for the environmental regeneration of the 24-hectare area occupied by the old 
production site. 

A green heart for Ascoli Piceno, dotted with 2,500 new trees. LAND Italia will create it for Restart Srl, with the 
broader aim of regenerating and enhancing the entire disused industrial area of the former SGL Carbon, with a 
view to reconnecting the city and its community with nature. 

On the afternoon of Friday, May 31, architect Shirly Mantin, Director and Partner of LAND Italia, presented the 
strategic master plan for landscape enhancement to the public and authorities, including the Mayor of Ascoli 
Piceno Marco Fioravanti, Undersecretary at the Ministry of Economy and Finance, Hon. Lucia Albano, the 
Government’s Extraordinary Commissioner for the repair and reconstruction of the 2016 earthquake, Sen. Guido 
Castelli, and the Government Commissioner for landfill remediation, General Giuseppe Vadalà. 

The project is articulated along three guidelines for enhancement, aimed at transforming the former plant, a 
symbol of industrialization and the economic boom of Ascoli, into a true “factory of nature.” From environmental 
and landscape aspects to those related to urban and social regeneration, up to the protection of the historical 
memory of the place, the master plan intends to preserve some identity elements of the old production site, 
transforming them into iconic landmarks capable of keeping its memory and value alive. 

Regeneration begins with the restoration and improvement of the environmental quality of the area and the 
natural habitats along the Tronto River, through a 24-hectare ecological network capable of restoring 
biodiversity and promoting long-term resilience for the well-being of present and future generations. Innovative 
and sustainable solutions to address the degradation problems due to the long production cycle of the SGL 
Carbon site, closed in 2007. The city’s cardo and decumanus become the guiding principle of the master plan, 
aimed at restoring connections with the historic center, its services, and the various poles of the territory, thanks 
to the inclusion in the area of functions and infrastructural enhancements capable of enhancing the socio-
cultural aspects of Ascoli Piceno and at the same time increasing the attractiveness of the place. Conscious 
management of the site will foster its development with a focus on research and innovation. 

“The river landscape of the Tronto will be the new attraction for the community of Ascoli Piceno,” says Andreas 
Kipar, project leader and CEO of LAND. “The regeneration of this disused industrial area, endowed with a strong 
historical identity, will add new value to the city thanks to the implementation of green spaces and areas for public 
use for sharing and cultural activities. Combining resilience and inclusiveness, continuity and usability, the master 
plan aims to rediscover for residents and visitors the rusticity of a widespread and productive nature.” 

The strategic master plan for landscape enhancement follows on from the safety work on the “first rain 
basin” launched last September under the supervision of the Government Commissioner for landfill remediation, 
General Giuseppe Vadalà, and the Sole Responsible of the Procedure, Eng. Giovan Battista Pasquariello. 

In recent months, a collaborative phase was initiated, managed by the Participatory Design Forum promoted by 
Legambiente and Bottega del Terzo Settore, which led to the presentation by architect Mantin of the Parco del 
Tronto, a green area of about 3 hectares dotted with over 370 trees, which will soon rise along the riverbank as 
a driver of the regeneration process of the disused area. 

This is just the first step of an active participatory process essential for effective urban regeneration, where 
citizens and associations living in the city and the needs of the entire territory become the main actors of the 
transformation. 
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LAND – an acronym for Landscape, Architecture, Nature, and Development – is an international landscape 

consultancy with offices in Austria, Canada, Germany, Italy, Saudi Arabia, and Switzerland. Andreas Kipar and a 

Team of 200 landscape architects, architects, urban planners, agronomists, engineers, and researchers are 

dedicated to the regeneration of regions, cities, and places since 1990. 

LAND's consulting, planning, and design activities aim to improve people's well-being and environment through the 

implementation of climate-positive solutions and participatory processes that lead to sustainable development. 

We provide consultancy to public and private clients on how to innovate with nature, applying international policies 

and promoting collaborative planning procedures. Together with our clients and our extensive network of partners, 

we leverage the opportunities of the green transition for our communities. 

Among our main projects: Green Rays strategy, Porta Nuova, Piazzale Loreto, and the re-development of the former 

EXPO site MIND in Milan; Essen’s Urban Open Space Strategy and Krupp Park, comprising ThyssenKrupp HQ, and 

the Freiheit Emscher in Essen; Ruhr Regional Green Infrastructure Strategy; the renaturation of the Airolo valley 

and Cassarate River Park in Switzerland; Saint-Laurent biodiversity Corridor in Montreal; Al Urubah Park in Riyadh 

and EXPO 2020 Dubai in the UAE; strategic consulting in landscaping, infrastructure, and renewable energy 

through, among other things, Landscape Information Modeling LIM©, as well as the research and innovation 

projects UrbAlytics and T-Factor funded by the European Commission. LAND’s work has been recognized through 

numerous prestigious international awards, amongst them Premio Mercurio, MIPIM, Wan Awards, Biennale Pisa, 

Passive and Low Energy Architecture Award (PLEA), European Garden Award 2023. 
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