
 

 

Press Release 

 
World Economic Forum: Andreas Kipar appointed member  

of the Expert Taskforce of the ‘Nature-Positive Cities’ initiative 
 

Milan, 14 November 2023 – The CEO and co-founder of the international landscape consulting company LAND 
will work for a year alongside worldwide professionals in order to guarantee a sustainable approach to urban 
planning 
 

The architect and landscape architect Andreas Kipar joins the initiative launched by World Economic Forum’s 
Centre for Nature and Climate and Centre for Urban Transformation, which will face pivotal environmental 
challenges with the aim of recalibrating cities’ relationship with nature.  

Ready to contribute with his over thirty years-long experience in the field of urban development and sustainability, 
Andreas Kipar will meet other 17 “champions for nature in cities” every five weeks for a whole year. Financial and 
insurance professionals, policy makers, ecology practitioners, architects and urban planners will share their 
insights and best practice experiences to develop an international framework by fostering public-private 
cooperation and contribute with their own specific knowledge and leadership.  

“I have been working for over 30 years to design and build urban environments in harmony with nature and 
landscape”, says Andreas Kipar. “I am thrilled to interact with other peers and amplify the concept of biodiversity 
as an asset for the urban fabric of the future. LAND owns several cutting-edge projects that are already proving 
how nature-based solutions represent the only way cities can thrive in the next years. I am sure our know-how can 
be very useful to the development of more resilient, equitable and prosperous cities by 2030+”. 

The Expert Taskforce will cooperate with the Global Commission, composed of the mayors of the first five 
Nature-positive cities in the world and important personalities from the private sectors and civil society. Together, 
the two international communities will provide technical input and contribute to creating and adopting 
sustainable and net-zero cities globally, by increasing investment, crafting policy models and devising innovative 
ways to integrate nature into the built environment.  

The Taskforce will gather soon on the occasion of the “Net-Zero Nature-Positive Built Environment”, hosted by 
World Economic Forum next December 6th, in view of the COP28 in Dubai.  

“LAND’s vision is ‘reconnecting people with nature’”, adds Kipar. “We all strongly believe in the necessity for urban 
leaders and decision-makers to prioritize nature in their investment decisions and involve their citizens into the 
transformation of urban landscapes for the common wellbeing. All together we can implement solutions I 
consider extremely urgent, in order to reduce the impact on the environment by ensuring people worldwide the 
possibility to live and work in more lively and resilient urban quarters”. 
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LAND – an acronym for Landscape, Architecture, Nature, and Development – is an international landscape 

consultancy with offices in Austria, Canada, Germany, Italy, Saudi Arabia, and Switzerland. Andreas Kipar and a 

Team of 200 landscape architects, architects, urban planners, agronomists, engineers, and researchers are 

dedicated to the regeneration of regions, cities, and places since 1990. 

 

LAND's consulting, planning, and design activities aim to improve people's well-being and environment through 

the implementation of climate-positive solutions and participatory processes that lead to sustainable 

development. 

 

We provide consultancy to public and private clients on how to innovate with nature, applying international 

policies and promoting collaborative planning procedures. Together with our clients and our extensive network of 

partners, we leverage the opportunities of the green transition for our communities. 

 

Among our main projects: Green Rays strategy, Porta Nuova, Piazzale Loreto, and the re-development of the 

former EXPO site MIND in Milan; Essen’s Urban Open Space Strategy and Krupp Park, comprising ThyssenKrupp 

HQ, and the Freiheit Emscher in Essen; Ruhr Regional Green Infrastructure Strategy; the renaturation of the Airolo 

valley and Cassarate River Park in Switzerland; Saint-Laurent biodiversity Corridor in Montreal; Al Urubah Park in 

Riyadh and EXPO 2020 Dubai in the UAE; strategic consulting in landscaping, infrastructure, and renewable 

energy through, among other things, Landscape Information Modeling LIM©, as well as the research and 

innovation projects UrbAlytics and T-Factor funded by the European Commission. LAND’s work has been 

recognized through numerous prestigious international awards, amongst them Premio Mercurio, MIPIM, Wan 

Awards, Biennale Pisa, Passive and Low Energy Architecture Award (PLEA), European Garden Award 2023. 
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The World Economic Forum 

The World Economic Forum is the International Organization for Public-Private Cooperation. The Forum engages the 

foremost political, business, cultural and other leaders of society to shape global, regional and industry agendas. It was 

established in 1971 as a not-for-profit foundation and is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. It is independent, impartial 

and not tied to any special interests. The Forum strives in all its efforts to demonstrate entrepreneurship in the global public 

interest while upholding the highest standards of governance. Moral and intellectual integrity is at the heart of everything it 

does. Our activities are shaped by a unique institutional culture founded on the stakeholder theory, which asserts that an 

organization is accountable to all parts of society. The institution carefully blends and balances the best of many kinds of 

organizations, from both the public and private sectors, international organizations and academic institutions. We believe that 

progress happens by bringing together people from all walks of life who have the drive and the influence to make positive 

change. 
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