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LAND receives the German-Italian MERCURIO 2018 special award 

Landscape architecture for a changing society 
 

Düsseldorf, 06.07.2018 –The explosive concatenation of growing world population, urbanization and 

digitization has also changed the public perception of landscape architecture. One sign of this is the conferral 

of the German-Italian special award MERCURIO 2018 to the international landscape architecture studio LAND 

for German-Italian cooperation in the field of the environment/green city. "We are extremely pleased to receive 

the Mercurio 2018 special award that holds a particular significance for LAND. Landscape architecture is 

recognized as an important identification and development catalyst for our society", explains Andreas Kipar, 

landscape architect and founder of LAND.   

 

The prize and the Mercurio special awards are conferred annually by the German-Italian Economic Association 

Mercurio to companies which, through their work, have made a special contribution to the development of 

German-Italian relations on an economic and cultural level. The international landscape architecture studio LAND, 

with offices in Germany, Italy and Switzerland, has been honoured for its commitment towards supporting the 

export of sustainable solutions for urban landscapes to Germany, Europe and worldwide.  

 

These sustainable solutions originated in Milan, where Andreas Kipar, along with his founding partner Giovanni 

Sala influenced the radical change of the city, in the dismantling of an industry that has shaped the city and the 

region for more than a century. Kipar and his LAND studio developed the model of the green rays that combines 

existing and new green spaces and promotes slowed down mobility from the city center to the outskirts. The 

merging, greened areas of the green rays, including regenerated brownfields or abandoned railway areas, have 

invigorated Milan's overall open space system. The implementation of this model is today internationally 

recognized as a forerunner of green urban development. The green rays and their ability to link isolated and newly 

developed urban spaces has found consistent application in the Ruhr metropolis of Essen. Indeed, European 

Green Capital Essen (2017) is a telling example. The award-winning Smart City in Rublyovo-Arkhangelskoye 

(Moscow) and the Expo 2020 Dubai also make use of this tried and tested model. 

 

“All over the world, we are experiencing the massive dynamic of transformation processes triggered by the 

growing world population, urbanization and digitization. The landscape offers space for the sustainable 

development of changing societies and landscape architecture provides answers to the challenges it brings. We  
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need to return to the origin of the places, observe their genesis and continuous transformation to accompany 

them over time, listening to the society living there. In all our projects we do this by trying to reconnect people to 

nature", Andreas Kipar explains. 
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LAND 

LAND is an international landscape architecture studio with offices in Germany, Italy and Switzerland. Under the creative direction of founder 

Andreas Kipar, landscape architects, architects and urban planners have been developing projects since 1990, from masterplanning to open 

space design. Revitalized urban landscapes, parks and waterscapes, infrastructure and residential landscapes, retail and corporate open 

spaces are created as part of territorial development strategies for entire regions, cities and places. Based on the characteristics of each 

place, LANDscape architecture tackles the current societal challenges concerning cultural and nature-related needs of urban and rural 

communities. In 2002 LAND received the prestigious European Landscape Construction Award (ECLA) for Rimini Fair. Other awards include 

the Medaglia d'Oro per L' Architettura Italiana in 2012, in 2015 the international Passive and Low Energy Architecture Award (PLEA), the 

Russian Award in Landscape Architecture and the WAN AWARDS - Future projects 2016 for the International Financial Center in Moscow and 

in 2018 the MIPIM Award Best Urban Regeneration Project for Porta Nuova.  

Among the most important projects in Milan are the Raggi Verdi strategy, Porta Nuova and the re-development of the EXPO site – MIND; in 

Rome the territorial plan Arcipelago Verde; in Venice the Green Tree Strategy and the Expo Gate; in Essen the Krupp Park with ThyssenKrupp 

headquarters and the Freiheit Emscher; in Frankfurt die Welle and the headquarters of Deutsche Bank; in Switzerland, the redevelopment of 

the Airolo valley; in Moscow Smart City in Rublyovo-Arkhangelskoye; in the UAE the Expo 2020 Dubai. For more information: landsrl.com 

 


